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Joshua 

Pathways of Discipleship Bible Survey 

Old Testament Historical Books 

 Perspectives on the historicity of the OT 

 Conservative: Bible is inspired and inerrant, and is an absolutely trustworthy account of God’s dealings 

with history 

 Minimalist: the OT has no historical value whatsoever; it is largely myth and legend 

 There are many views between these two extremes 

 Issues related to the historicity of the OT  

 The “gap” problem 

 Critical Position: The OT books were written long after the events they depict 

 Response: the Oral and Written Traditions were well preserved; trust the accuracy of divinely 

revealed information—take it as truth 

 The problem of “supernaturalism” 

 Critical Position: Documents describing supernatural (miraculous) events cannot be accepted as 

historically accurate 

 Response: Problem is based on presuppositions (that miracles aren’t possible); if the Bible account 

is not accurate because of the supernatural, neither is almost all literature and inscriptions from the 

entire time period 

 The problem of “objectivity” 

 Critical Position: Theological biases of the biblical writers prevent them from being accurate and 

reliable historians 

 Response: Theological perspective does not necessitate historically inaccurate recording of events.  

All history writing is subjective and biased to some degree; they all select what they think is 

important. 

 The problem of “documentation” 

 Critical Position: Nothing in the Bible is accepted as historical unless corroborated and affirmed by 

outside sources. 

 Response: This is an overly skeptical approach.  It assumes that outside sources have a greater 

historical reliability than the Bible.  A better approach is to take the document at face value until we 

have evidence that it’s not accurate. 

 The problem of “archaeology” 

 Critical Position: There is no evidence to support the biblical record; what evidence is there 

appears to contradict the biblical record. 

 Response: First, be honest and admit that there are real problems sometimes reconciling the 

biblical record and archaeology.  The no evidence argument: this is an argument from silence, 

which is hard to support either way.  Contradictory evidence argument: evidence requires 

interpretation.  Theories based upon today’s interpretations may change with tomorrow’s 
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evidence.  There are limits to archaeology; it is largely incomplete (due to being damaged, not 

exhaustive, misidentification, etc.) and thus full of unanswered questions.  Bear in mind that no 

evidence has fully refuted the biblical record. 

 
 

Old Testament Narratives 

 OT is full of stories that are incredible pieces of literature (not just simple stories for Sunday School) 

 Authors write so the stories read like fictional narrative 

 Key features in OT narratives 

 Characters 

 Round: fully developed 

 Flat: one basic quality 

 Agents: props to help carry the story along 

 Ways characters are developed 

 Appearance and social status 

 Overt actions 

 Direct speech and thought 

 Descriptions or editorial comments and evaluations 

 Plot and Structure (makes us want to watch and listen) 

 Action begins 

 Conflict generated 

 Conflict intensifies 

 Conflict begins to unravel 

 Original conflict resolved 

 Action ends 

 Setting—the temporal, geographical, social, and/or religious context in which the narrative takes place 

 Such elements are vital to the story 

Why Historicity Matters 

 The truthfulness of God (He does not lie) 

 The nature of Scripture (if God is truthful, what 

He says is truthful; thus, it has authority; if it has 

authority, it must also be inerrant) 

 The content of revelation (Events and the Word 

of God) 

 The involvement of God in history (Christian 

belief that He is involved and the Bible records 

it; if those things didn’t happen, it’s all a waste) 

Unifying Features and Themes of the 

Historical Books (Joshua-Kings) 

 Choosing of Israel, exodus, conquest 

 Worship and service to one God; idolatry 

 Obedience to the Law 

 Inheritance of the land 

 Blessing and Consequences (often material) 

 Choosing of David and the monarchy 

 Words of the prophets fulfilled 

 Why the exile happened 



 

 

3 

Jo
s
h

u
a

 |
 2

/
1

4
/
2

0
1

0
  

 Literary Devices 

 Repetition 

 Similarity 

 Contrast 

 Comparison 

 General to Particular 

 Particular to General 

 Cause and Effect 

 Interchange (moving back and forth between characters, events, concepts) 

 Climax 

 Proportion (emphasis indicated by the amount of space devoted to a particular subject, topic, or 

event) 

 How do you apply OT narratives to today’s world? 

 Avoid moralizing 

 Intent of the OT is to teach us about God; how does God relate to His people? 

 Avoid oversimplifying 

 Look for a more overarching point to the story 

 Be careful not to read modern sensibilities (or even NT ethics and principles) into the OT text 

 Example: 2 Samuel 12:8—polygamy was something tolerated, not endorsed, by God 

 Recognized that narratives are not direct and explicit teachings 

 Really just telling a story which includes theological meaning and information primarily about God 

 Remember that narratives are descriptive (what happened), not necessarily prescriptive (what should 

have happened) 

 Always focus first on context and what the author intended the original audience to know/understand 

Joshua 

Title and Meaning 

 First of the OT books associated with the main character of the book 

 “Joshua” means “Yahweh saves;” in the NT, it’s translated “Jesus” 

 Joshua is the first of 12 historical books 

Author & Date 

 Joshua himself wrote parts of the book; other eyewitnesses; finishing touches put on by a later editor 

 Much of it written, recorded at the time of the events in the book (some passages seem similar to war 

diaries); 1405-1385 BC 

 Finished before 1,000 BC (mention of “Jebusites” in Jerusalem; would have been before David conquered 

Jerusalem in 1,000 BC) 
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Purpose 

 Joshua serves to describe an ideal soon lost, and also provides a model for restoration after the exile 

 Describes the conquest of the Promised Land 

 Details the division of the land among the tribes of Israel 

 It is the literary bridge between Israel’s wilderness experience and the narrative of struggles in the early 

years of occupying the land (Judges) 

Audience 

 First, the generation of Israelites who inherited and conquered the Promised Land 

 Later, the generations of Israelites who lived in the Promised Land, then ultimately in exile 

Main Characters 

 Joshua; leader of the military campaign to conquer the Promised Land 

 Rahab—prostitute from Jericho who hid the Israelite spies; was spared from death because of her obedience 

to and trust in God; ancestor of David and Jesus 

 Achan—disobeyed God and stole from the plunder of Jericho; caused Israel to lose at Ai; he and all he had 

destroyed as punishment 

 Phineas—priest and son of Eleazar; negotiated between the tribes of Israel to prevent civil war 

 Eleazar—son of Aaron; succeeded his father as high priest 

Background and Setting 

 Joshua was about 90 years old when he assumed leadership of Israel; died at 110 

 God was giving the Israelites the land in fulfillment of His promise to Abraham and his descendants 

Outline 

 Two main sections: Conquest and Division of Land 

 Basic Outline 

 Entering the Promised Land (1:1-5:!5) 

 Conquering the Promised Land (6:1-12:24) 

 The Central Campaign (6:1-8:25) 

 The Southern Campaign (9:1-10:43) 

 The Northern Campaign (11:1-15) 

 The Summary of Conquests (11:16-12:24) 

 Distributing Portions of the Promised Land (13:1-22:34) 

 A Summary of Instructions (13:1-3) 

 West of the Jordan (14:1-19:51) 

 Cities of Refuge (20:1-9) 

 Cities of the Levites (21:1-45) 

 East of the Jordan (22:1-34) 
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 Retaining the Promised Land (23:1-24:28) 

 Retaining the Promised Land (23:1-24:28) 

 The First Speech by Joshua (23:1-16) 

 The Second Speech by Joshua (24:1-28) 

 Postscript (24:29-33) 

Major Themes 

 God’s Faithfulness 

 He fulfilled His promise of giving land to Abraham’s descendants 

 He fought for them and gave them victory 

 The concept of promise and fulfillment is very important to the story of Israel’s faith 

 Joshua’s Character 

 He is seen as a second Moses and the prototype of the ideal king for Israel 

 He embodies the traits of an ideal servant leader (righteousness, wisdom, loyalty to the Lord) 

 Stands along in the OT as a political and military hero whose story is untainted 

 Conquest 

 What was the nature of the conquest? 

 Many scholars have trouble accepting the biblical account of the conquest; it portrays total victory 

and conquest, but evidence suggests a longer period of time and an incomplete conquest 

 Different models of the conquest 

 Biblical Model (mass invasion) 

 Peaceful-infiltration Model 

 Various tribes migrated into Canaan 

 Some may have come from Egypt, but not all 

 No common ancestor like Abraham (such stories were constructed to create unity) 

 Discounts a military takeover 

 Nation gradually emerged 

 Peasant Revolt Model 

 The Israelites were actually Canaanites; they revolted and took over the land 

 Conclusions: 

 We reject these other models because they reject the biblical account 

 They are a good reminder that we need to have an accurate picture of what really happened during 

the conquest 

 This was not a military blitzkrieg 

 Israel was not completely successful in driving out the natives 

 Israelites and Canaanites end up living side by side 

 Conquest was a difficult process 

 Joshua says they conquered all the land (Judges paints different picture); this simply means that 

they were in every location, not that they had take over everything 
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 Why God wanted them to possess the Land: 

 To keep His promise 

 To set the stage for later developments in His redemptive plan 

 To punish those living there for their extreme sinfulness 

 To be a testimony to other people, as God’s love reached out to them 

 Herem 

 Means destruction, devotion to God for destruction 

 Ordered by God; considered offensive at face value 

 Good reason behind the command 

 The Canaanites had earned their punishment 

 Their religious practices (prostitution, child sacrifice, etc.) and culture proved they were 

exceedingly evil sinners 

 Also, the purity of the Israelite religion had to be preserved 

 The sensual attraction of Canaanite religion posed a major threat to the worship of Yahweh 

 Compare to a surgeon removing something to save a life 

 Covenant purpose to provide all the nations of the earth with knowledge of Yahweh and enjoyment 

of covenant blessings 

 Anything that stood in the way of God’s redemptive purpose was an enemy of the Lord and 

must be removed 

 Allotment of Land 

 Chapters 13-22 are, in some ways, like a hymn of praise to God for giving the land He promised 

 Imagine the excitement generated by the mentioning of every city, border marker, etc. The fulfillment 

had finally come 

 Rest 

 From slavery and all that goes with it 

 From the hardships of the wilderness 

 From the rigors of war 

Connection with Deuteronomy 

 Holy War principles from Deut. illustrated in Joshua 

 Land anticipated in Deuteronomy, realized in Joshua 

 Unity of Israel pervades both books (all take land, all are punished for sin) 

 Role of Joshua established in Deuteronomy, lived out in Joshua 

 Deuteronomy is the “Book of the Law” referenced and lived out in Joshua 

 

Resources 

John MacArthur: The MacArthur Bible Handbook 
Zondervan Handbook to the Bible 
Lasor, Hubbard, and Bush: Old Testament Survey 
Longman and Dillard: An Introduction to the Old Testament 
Lecture Notes from Liberty Theological Seminary, Dr. Gary Yates 
 


